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Paris News Letter

By Lewis Galantiere

red and green and yellow, shake at

its fury. DBelow me some one—a
pupil of Jean Wiéner, duabtiens —is practic-
fng Poulene’s “Mouvement perpétuel” at the
phino, And 1 write of the ndventures of
Marmouset,

Marmouset lives in a collection of fictional
sketches of Parls called “An Lion Teanquille
He and his copalns, his pals, live near the
Bastille &nd, like the heroes of Charles-
Louis Philippe, Franeis Carco, Aristide
Bruant and Jehan Rictus, they lve from the
eatnings of “fallen women.” Women! They
are children of sevenieen and eighteen and
go forth mightly to their “biseness™ with-
outl too much reluctance and who relurn will
ingly enough to pass their “thune” (five
trancs) or “"cigus” (twenty franes) to their
1dle lovers.

The book ia the work of a printer named
Nieolas, who has taken the hom de
He retails simply, and
Inssica of this

UTSIDE, a wind s running over the
O quay snd the lights on the bridges,

I.urn-n
guerre of MarmouseL
much in the manner of the ¢

named already),

genre (whom 1 have
etories of the neighborhood in which he was
born and liven The velume may be read

in little meose than an hour. To understand

it all, however, requires & familinrity with |

the street slang of the Bastille that I do not
ronsess | know that “besux are
“pood-looking peepers”; that “doullas™ means
“lid™;
“hick.’

coin™? “Avoir

chiiases™

“cligueites” aure wars]

lex  eroes”? “Casser In

Hut what is “s'[alre morguncr dans I’ ’

-
the |

pétzouille™ is & |

ervute” is to eat, but what does “pingler” |

mesn? What kind of a drink is “bréme"?

What does Marmouset measn when he says
“ty ne sais pas mirux y tater que mézig” and
who will explain Jacquot's intentions when he
replies "Viens lcl, j'ni & te Jaeter”? Much of
this argot |s comprehensible in its contexi
For one who knows the meaning of “sali-
goud,” “mee,” “patelin” “houlot,” “nouille,”
“poire,” “combine,” all common enough, there
is mot here a grest deal mew. This book ia
unpretentions and undistinguished, even vul-
gar. But it is entertaining. To learn an ex-
pression like “je t'ai i la bonne” ia warth an
hour's reading.

One Ameriesn who is certain to appreciate
the book is Cuthbert Wright (see hia “Bal
Musette” in “The Freeman” for November 8).
Wright is the only American [ mel in Paris
who made more than a fechle attempt to et
aequainted with the eity and its eitadins, If
ke had stayed on he might have become the
romantie Petronius of Franco-American lit-
erature,

. . L]

MET un aged professor of history the other

dsy whose name is universally known, He

is of the generation of Lavisse and France, |
a little chap overripe in years and what is |

called here “completement giteux.” “Tiena!
Tiens!"” he coughed at me, “You know what's
going on in Ameriea. What
heard about recently ealled ‘Civilization im
the United States’? Interesting subject, civi-
I teach it.
gation, Toe
wrote the book T’

lization.

ng. Country Loo ned

1 sald what anybody would say shout it

1 explained that it was written by thirty

intellectunly “Thi intellectunlal™

uals In
you are!”

“There aren't thirty intell
What a fenny prople

cough
the world
And he went sbout the room,

pla we were,

is this book 1 |

But you have ne eivili- |
Who |

|
¥ He
laughed until his laugh was strangled in a

haking with |
laughter, to tell everybody what a funny peo- |

. L] .

Recently the Abbé B. sat beside me at
luncheon., He s a charming and impesing
churchman, an accomplished scholar and a '
writer of careful, sober French. He anspires |
1o the seat of Monseigneur Duchiéne in the |

Academy and he told me that he had already

made the forma! ealls upon ncademiclans
which precede thé announeement of candi-
dacy. “Munzon,” he said (Frédéric Maosson is
perpetusl secretary of the Academy), “Mas-
gon i» mad as o hornet. He doesn’t want me
in the Academy. 'Withdraw your eandidaey,”
he told me, ‘and 1 will see that you receive

i franes history prize of the Acad-
HBut he can't bribe me. |
It i= pornible
Hermant is a member,
sented himself three
hat the Abbé B. will

the 106
emy next year.
shall have my seal.”
to-Niehe nor Abel
! has P
sibie

Neither |

i where these artista did not.
. . .

A literary lawsuit has caused n stir in the
French publishing world. It will be remem-
bered that My, Plerre Benoit wrote a novel
ealled “L'Atiantide,” whose heroine is named
Artinés. In common with many thodsands |

this book was read by .\|.r, Jean Grandjean:

Mr, Grandjenn ls a novelist whose writings
have heen neglecied by the great publie
during the ten years of hla literary career.
This fact has soured his disposition. It ap-
pears, also, that Mr, Grandjenn knows Afrien
very well and lived for months in the Sahara
Hemembering the public’s neglect of him
and the overwhelming soceass of the Afriean
povel of & man who has never been on the
baek of a eamel, Mr, Grandjean determined
angrily to show the world that Afriea wan
not i sliek drawing In “L'Tllustration.” He
wrote n book which was, to his mind, the
gupreme revenge of a man who has dined
on & handful of old dstes, Unfortunately,
he too wrote of an Antinés, giving her name
to his book. His publisher, Edition La
Roman Nouvean, enveloped it In a blurb on
which appeared most prominently the names
of Merre Benoit and the characters in “L'AL-
lantide.” Mr. Benoit’s publisher, Bernard
Grasset, ealls this fraud and misrepresenta-
tion, It in m pretty ease—as physiciana
speak of “a pretty cass of typhaid.”

KNOW
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The.Great Genius of Our Age

Each of his works is a distinet and
fresh contribution.

ENGLAND, MY ENGLAND

N. Y. Times; “That these stories
are all written in a Hexible style
of fine shadings and swift, deli-
cate strokes is a mere matter of
course to all who are familiar
with Mr. Lawrence's work. They
will prove a fruitful and long-
enduring source of pleasure”

$2.00
AARON’'S ROD

J. Middleton Murry (England's
foremeont eritic) in N. ¥, Evening
Port: “Some great instinctive vi-
tality in Mr. Lawrence draws
him to vital issues.”
The Bookman: “Lawrence is al-
most everywhere regarded as a
genius, He has no equal among
the writers of his generation.”
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THE LOST GIRL

Lawrence's most popular novel.
$2.00

FANTASIA of the UNCONSCIOUS

A new and remarkable statement
of Lawrence's philosophy. $2.2§

SEA AND SARDINIA

A superh gift book, illustrared in
marvelous keeping with the text
in eight full eolor pictures by the
talented young Jan Juta $5.00

THOMAS SELTZER

5 West 50th Street, New York

CONTINENTAL STAGECRAFT
" By Kenneth Macgowan

and Robert Edmond Jones ol

With 8 Color Plates and 32 Half-Tone Drawings by Mr. Jongy
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stages with the new theories of production, scene

lighting. A splendid gift book.
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design and
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THE difficulty en-
countered in se-
lecting the most ap-
propriate  GIFT s
often quickly and sat-
infactorily eliminated
by giving

BOOKS

They ate always aceept
able, and afford lastisg
enjoyment to Lthe recipi-
ent, young snd old. They
are oblainabh st pricss
ta wull every sge and
taste wnd purse

BRENTANOS

Booksellers to the World
FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK

PSYCHOLOGY OF

HANDWRITING
By William Leslie French

A simaplified study of character and
hand writipg through & clamification
of the iatter imio the dramatis, artis-
the, azscutive, and plher iypes, and by
using tham for study and esmparison
Fully lllusrated with facsimiles of
handwriting for rafersnes 16

GRAVITATION
VS. RELATIVITY

By Charles Lane Poor

The Kinsteln theary of relativity and
the law of gravilation are folly oul
lined and their pointa of difference
lueidly and cogenily explained. The |
volume likewhs iiscusses the proafs
presented for the Einstein theory and |

analyasa thelr weaknesses A  book
primartly for the Ilsyman and free
from bawildering Lechnicalities ana [ |

heavy theorising 1160
At all bookwyellers

G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS

New York London |

Bend for calaleg |

RITA™ ¢

COVENTRY

“Mr. Street has a
suave and often bril-
liant manner, and he
can be witty. It is !
a cleverly managed
. + drama, rem- |
iniscent of the l
French novel of a ]
l

|

generation ago."

. —The Literary Re-
! view of the N, Y.
, Evening Post. |

“A perfect finished

bit of fiction.”
—N. Y. Tribune.

$1.75 Everywhere

| DOUBLEDAY, PAGE & (DO,

BUTULIAN STREET.

“It is a strong, original
book, surprising and
intriguing us with its
various characters.”
Boston Evening Tran-
script,  Bverywhere $2.00

BABEL

By Joun CourNos
ia

e Y e

105-N West 40th Street.
-

TWO
SHALL BE
BORN

By Marie Conway Oemler
Author of “Slippy McGee,” ete

The Boston Transcript
eays: “It is an exciting ro-
mance, full of humor, amus-
ing situations and dramatic
intensity, (Price $1.90, Pub-
lished by The Century Co.,
353 Fourth Avenue, New

York City.)
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A Romancey
of Early
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By Harry
Sinclair
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By Donn Byme
Asthor of “Messer Marco Pole, o

A distinguished, smazingly
different sort of novel Th
New York Evening Post sape
“It is a tale as fine and kem
and supple ay Toledo steel”’
(lllustrated.  Price $204
Published by The Century
Co., 353 Fourth Avenue, New
York City.)
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